308                     Mrs. BosweWs giiest.              [A.D. 1773,
to Oxford on Monday'. I know Mrs. Boswell wished me well to go"; her wishes have not been disappointed. Mrs. Williams has received Sir A's3 letter.
1  Lord Eldon (at that time Mr. John Scott) has the following reminiscences of this visit:—' I had a walk in New Inn Hall Garden with Dr. Johnson and Sir Robert Chambers [Principal of the Hall].   Sir Robert was gathering snails, and throwing them over the wall into his neighbour's garden.    The Doctor reproached him very roughly, and stated to him that this was unmannerly and unneighbourly. "Sir," said Sir Robert," my neighbour is a Dissenter."   "Oh!" said the Doctor,"if so, Chambers, toss away, toss away, as hard as you can."   He was very absent.   I have seen him standing for a very long time, without moving, with a foot on each side the kennel which was then in the middle of the High Street, with his eyes fixed on the water running in it.    In the common-room of University College he was dilating upon some subject, and the then head of Lincoln College, Dr. Mortimer, occasionally interrupted him, saying," I deny that." This was often repeated, and observed upon by Johnson, in terms expressive of increasing displeasure and anger.    At length upon the Doctor's repeating the words," I deny that," " Sir, Sir," said Johnson, " you must have forgot that an author has said: Phis negabtt units asinus in una hora guam centum fihilosophi probaverint z'n centum annis." '   [Dr. Fisher, who related this story to Mr. Croker, described Dr. Mortimer as ' a Mr. Mortimer, a shallow under-bred man, who had no sense of Johnson's superiority.    He flatly contradicted some assertion which Johnson had pronounced to be as clear as that two and two make four.'   Croker's Boswell, p. 483.]    ' Mrs. John Scott used to relate that she had herself helped Dr. Johnson one evening to fifteen cups of tea.'   Twiss's Eldon, i. 87.
2  In this he shewed a very acute penetration.   My wife paid him the most assiduous and respectful attention, while he was our guest; so that I wonder how he discovered her wishing for his departure. The truth is, that his irregular hours and uncouth habits, such as turning the candles with their heads downwards, when they did not burn bright enough, and letting the wax drop upon the carpet, could not but be disagreeable to a lady.    Besides, she had not that high admiration of him which was felt by most of those who knew him ; and what was very natural to a female mind, she thought he had too much influence over her husband.   She once in a little warmth, made, with more point than justice, this remark upon that subject: ' I have seen many a bear led by a man; but I never before saw a man led by a bear.1    BOSWELL.   See ante, ii. 75.
. 3 Sir Alexander Gordon, one of the Professors at Aberdeen.   BOS-WELL.
'Make                                                                ' Your most humble servant,
